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φ = <B, A, F, T, M, O, W >,

Components  Structure Functions  Mechanisms 

 
*Societies  

 
*Institutions 

 *Artworld 

(artists, 

merchants, 

etc.) 

 
*Works of art 

 
Being composed  

or social 

(institutions), 

biological
 (artists), and

 semiotic artifacts

 (works of art), 

the structure of

 any given artistic 

system is the 

network of social 

(cultural,

 
political,

 

economic), 

biological and

 

semiotic

 

relations 

 

 
Although the  

production, evaluation,
 

distribution and
 

exhibition/performance
 of the works of art, is

 the main function of

 artistic systems, these

 cannot be fully

 understood unless the 

political, economic and

 
cultural functions are

 
also taken into 

account 

 
Refers to how 

each of the 

artistic-system
 

functions is
 achieved. For 

instance, the

 production of

 works of art

 involve the 

adoption of

 
conventions 

regarding 

materials, formal 

resources,

 

subject-matters,

 

techniques, etc. 
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